
TSDAV Dance Composers' Competition 2023
The TSDAV Dance Composers' Competition was held at the National Folk Festival in Canberra over Easter. The event ran for 1 ½ hours on the Piazza from 9am on the Monday morning. Though scheduled for only 1 hour from 9:30 to 10:30am, the NFF allowed us to start early allowing enough time for the competition, and we thank them for that. 
Our judges this year were Sheree Greenhill, Stephen Bullock, and Judith Bailie, and the presenters Paul Wayper and Don Richmond. 
The judges pronounced the Beatrice Klippel Memorial Trophy for General Social Dance should jointly go to Peter Foster of Canberra for Summer Evening Waltz a “big circle” of couples and to Cecilia Johnson of Melbourne for The Albert Cotillion   a 4 couple square set, and the VFMC Perpetual Trophy for dances for more Experienced Dancers go to Peter Foster for The Compass, a 4 couple longways set involving re-orientation representing the four points of the compass.  
The dances this year were as varied and challenging as on previous occasions. We had keen dancers ready to tackle them, and dances were judged anonymously. Comments from the dancers were collected, and winners pronounced, and names of the devisors only announced after the judges had made and given their decisions.

Paul presented: A Grand Day Out by Roland Clarke, Cabbage Tree Hat by Keith Wood which was highly commended as 2nd placing for the VFMC Perpetual Trophy, and Mr Darcy's Mixer by Norm Ellis.

Don presented: The Albert Cotillion by Cecilia Johnson, Pat's Persuasion by Patricia George, The Compass, and Summer Evening Waltz by Peter Foster. 
George Ansell announced the winners of the competition in the Closing Concert on the Monday evening, presenting a trophy to Cecilia Johnson. As Peter Foster was unable to attend, a friend Mark collected the trophy for him.
MC for the event - George Ansell

